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REDD

SCCF

SDGs

UN-DESA

UN Habitat

UNCLOS

UNDP

UNEP

UNEFCCC

UNICEF

UNISDR

UNODC

USAID

WEFP

XCF

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation
and Forest Degradation

Special Climate Change Fund
Sustainable Development Coals

United Nations Department
for Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Human Settlements
Programme

United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea

United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change

United Nations Children's Fund

United Nations Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction

United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime

US Agency for International Development
World Food Programme

Extreme Climate Facility

INFORM

IPCC

LDC

LDCF

MDTFs

MoD

NAP

NAPA

NGO

OCHA

OCR

ODA

ODI

OECD

OECD-DAC

PSGs

Index for Risk Management

Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change

least developed country

Least Developed Countries Fund
multi-donor trust funds
Ministry of Defence (UK)
national adaptation plan

national adaptation programmes
of action

non-governmental organization

Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (UN)

official change rate
official development assistance
Overseas Development Institute

Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development

OECD Development Assistance
Committee

Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Goals



FAO

FCO

GCCA

GCF

GDP

GEF

GHG

GIZ

IBRD

IcSP

IDA

IDB

IEA

IFAD

IFPRI

List of Abbreviations

Food and Agriculture Organisation
of the United Nations

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Global Climate Change Alliance
Green Climate Fund

gross domestic product

Global Environmental Facility
greenhouse gas

Deutsche Gesellschaft fir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(formerly Deutsche Gesellschaft

fur Technische Zusammenarbeit, GTZ)

International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (World Bank)

Instrument contributing to Stability
and Peace

International Development Association
(World Bank)

Inter-American Development Bank
International Energy Agency

International Fund
for Agricultural Development

International Food Policy Research Institute

ADB

ADF

AfDB

AsDF

ASEAN

BECCS

CDB

CNA

CSA

DFID

DRC

DRR

ECHO

ECOWAS

EEA

ENVSEC

EPLO

Asian Development Bank

African Development Fund

African Development Bank

Asian Development Fund

Association of Southeast Asian Nations

bioenergy with carbon capture
and storage

Caribbean Development Bank
Center for Naval Analysis
climate-smart agriculture

Department for International
Development (UK)

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Disaster Risk Reduction

European Commission's Humanitarian
Aid and Civil Protection Department

Economic Community of West
African States

European Environment Agency
Environment and Security Initiative

European Peacebuilding Liaison Office
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FAILED STATE

‘A failed state is marked by the collapse of central government
authority to impose order, resulting in loss of physical control

of territory, and/or the monopoly over the legitimate use of force.
Crucially, it can no longer reproduce the conditions for its own
existence (Mcloughlin 2012).

FAILING STATES

Often used to describe ‘states that are substantially failing their
citizens and/or are failing to achieve economic growth, this
terminology is contentious, since it can be both applied to states
that are failing and those that are at risk of failing, and thus it
does not account for the fact that some states can be failing in
some respects but not others (Mcloughlin 2012).

FRAGILITY

The inability (whether whole or partial) of a state to fulfil its
responsibilities as a sovereign entity, including a lack of
legitimacy, authority, and capacity to provide basic services
and protect its citizens (Carment et al. 2007; Teskey et al. 2012;
Stepputat and Engberg-Pedersen 2008).

GREY WATER

Domestic wastewater that is produced in ‘homes and
commercial buildings through the use of water for laundry,
dishes, or for bathing’ (ecolife 2011). Grey water is different
from black water, which has a higher degree of organic
loading and is used in toilets and discharged into the sewage
system.

HAZARD

‘A dangerous phenomenon, substance, human activity or
condition that may cause loss of life, injury or other health
impacts, property damage, loss of livelihoods and services,
social and economic disruption, or environmental damage
(UNISDR 2015).

HUMAN SECURITY

The broad and people-centered concept of human security

is defined as ‘safety from such chronic threats as hunger,
disease, and repression, ...and protection from sudden and
hurtful disruptions in the patterns of daily life (UNDP1994).
Human security has seven dimensions: economic, food, health,
environmental, personal, community, and political.

change. However, if conflict escalates, it can develop into a
negative force, destroying human life, the environment, and
social relations.

CONFLICT SENSITIVITY

Policies and programmes that are conflict sensitive seek to avoid
arelapse into violent conflict or to aggravate an existing conflict.
In the context of development cooperation, this principle is
called ‘do no harm'’. Conflict sensitivity is normally a minimum
standard for any intervention in a conflict environment
(Riittinger et al. 2014).

CRISIS

Assituation of acute instability with increased levels of violent
conflict, the potential for a relapse into more generalized violent
conflict, or one or more disasters (g7+2013).

DISASTER

A severe disruption of the functioning of a community ora
society due to hazardous physical events interacting with
vulnerable social conditions, leading to widespread adverse
human, material, economic, or environmental effects that
require immediate emergency response to satisfy critical human
needs and that may require external support for recovery’ (Lavell
etal. 2012, 31).

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

The ‘concept and practice of reducing disaster risks through
systematic efforts to analyse and manage the causal factors

of disasters’, including reducing exposure to hazards,
lessening the vulnerability of people and property, managing
land and the environment wisely, and improving preparedness
foradverse events (UNISDR 2015).

DO NO HARM

The minimum obligation that any action or intervention
in climate adaptation, development, humanitarian aid, and
peacebuilding ‘consciously looks for and seeks to avoid or
mitigate negative impacts’ (interpeace 2010).

EXTREME WEATHER EVENT

Extreme events are a facet of climate variability under
stable or changing climate conditions. They are defined as
the occurrence of a value of a weather or climate variable
above (or below) a threshold value near the upper (or lower)
ends of the range of observed values of the variable.
Extreme events are often but not always associated with
disaster (Lavell et al. 2012).



a population and territory, and (b) the state’s ability to develop
mutually constructive and reinforcing relations with society’
(OECD 20170, 15).

CLIMATE CHANGE

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) defines climate change as ‘a change of climate which
is attributed directly or indirectly to human activity that
alters the composition of the global atmosphere and which
is in addition to natural climate variability observed over
comparable time periods’ (United Nations 1992, 3).

COLLAPSED STATE

‘Collapsed’ and ‘failed’ are often used interchangeably to describe
a state that has entirely ceased to function (Mcloughlin
2012). See also ‘failed state.

COMPOUND CLIMATE-FRAGILITY RISKS

These are risks that emerge as climate change interacts with
other pressures on states and societies. They include local
resource competition, livelihood insecurity and migration,
extreme weather events and disasters, volatile food prices

and provision, transboundary water management, sea-level rise

and coastal degradation, and unintended effects of
climate policies.

CONFLICT

A‘relationship among two or more parties, whether marked
by violence or not, based on actual or perceived differences in
needs, interests and goals’ (Means et al. 2002, 9). Conflictis a
normal part of societies and an important force for social

Glossary

ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY

The ‘ability of a country or organization to receive aid and use
it effectively’ (European Union 2015). If this capacity is
overwhelmed by large flows of external resources, aid may not
be effective in achieving its intended results (Renzio 2007).

ADAPTATION

The ‘adjustment of natural or human systems in response to
actual or expected climatic stimuli or their effects, which
moderates harm or exploits beneficial opportunities.
Adaptation is a process and not an outcome’ (GIZ and WRI 2011).

ADAPTIVE CAPACITY

The ‘ability of a system to adjust to climate change (including
climate variability and extremes) to moderate potential
damages, to take advantage of opportunities, or to cope with
the consequences’ (Parry et al. 2007). It is used to describe
the various socio-economic, structural, institutional, and
technological abilities of a human system to produce
adaptation measures (Fritzsche et al. 2014).

AUTHORITY (STATE)

The ‘power or dominion that is seen as legitimate by those
subject to it’ (OECD 2010), thus constituting the basis for non-
coercive rule. It also includes the ability of a state to provide
basic security to its citizens within its borders.

CAPACITY (STATE)
State capacity ‘encompasses (a) organisational, institutional
and financial capacity to carry out basic functions of governing
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SITUATIONS OF FRAGILITY

In a situation of fragility, the state lacks basic governance
functions and the ability to develop mutually constructive
relations with society. It can neither fulfil its functions, noris it
perceived as legitimate. Situations of fragility range from crisis,
such as large-scale conflict, to transitional stages, such as post-
conflict situations and regime change.

THREAT

Adirect orindirect threat to the security of a country, society
orindividual. Threats do not unambiguously speak for
themselves. Understanding the meaning of threats is
mediated by the perception of the target’ (Gross Stein 2013).

THREAT MULTIPLIER

Climate change is often viewed as a threat multiplier that
exacerbates existing fragility and conflict risks (European
Commission 2008; CNA 2014).

VULNERABILITY

The ‘degree to which a system is susceptible to, and unable to
cope with, adverse effects of climate change, including climate
variability and extremes. Vulnerability is a function of the charac-
ter, magnitude, and rate of climate change and variation to
which a system is exposed, its sensitivity, and its adaptive
capacity’ (IPCC2007b; Parry et al. 2007). Vulnerability

is dynamic and context-specific. It can be influenced by

human behavior and societal organization; for example, the
marginalization of certain groups often decreases their adaptive
capacities (IPCC2014).

WEAK STATE

Weak states suffer from significant shortcomings in the areas
of security, performance, and legitimacy. This often means that
they lack control over certain areas of their territory. Experts
criticize this term as inherently contradictory and misleading.
The occurrence of pockets of fragility in high-capacity and
functioning states is an example of the limits of this term
(Mcloughlin 2012).

LEGITIMACY

A government, actor, or institution that is perceived as
satisfactory and the best available alternative to fulfill the
population’s needs and expectations is legitimate. Legitimacy
can be derived both from the performance of the state in terms
of the quality and equity of service delivery (output legitimacy)
and by a set of agreed rules and accountability mechanisms,
such as participation and good governance (input legitimacy).
Legitimacy is also the basis for rule by non-coercive means
(Bellina et al. 2009).

MAINSTREAMING (CLIMATE ADAPTATION)

Integrating climate change adaptation into policymaking,
budgeting, and implementation processes of another policy
field, such as development and humanitarian assistance, at the
national, sectoral, and sub-national levels (UNDP-UNEP 2011).

MITIGATION

A human intervention that decreases the sources or increases
the sinks of GHGs and other substances which may contribute
directly or indirectly to climate change (IPCC2014).

POCKETS OF FRAGILITY

Localized situations of fragility in otherwise stable states.
Pockets emerge, for example, when a state abdicates its
responsibility for a particular group (often poor or marginalized)
or loses its control over a region of the country, leaving a power
vacuum to be filled by criminal gangs or insurgent militias.

RESILIENCE

The positive counterpart of fragility. A resilient state or society

is characterized by the ability to cope with increasingly complex,
uncertain situations and to ‘manage and adapt to changing
social needs and expectations’, including the complex challenges
arising from the interaction of climate change with other
pressures. Resilience also includes the ‘ability to absorb

and recover from shocks, whilst positively adapting and
transforming their structures and means for living in the face
of long-term changes and uncertainty’ (OECD 2011).

RISK

The ‘potential for an unwanted outcome ... as determined by

its likelihood and the associated consequences’ (US Department of
Homeland Security 2008, 24). Climate risks, in particular, are ‘not
solely externally generated circumstances or changes in the climate
system to which societies respond, but rather the result of
complex interactions among societies or communities, eco-
systems, and hazards arising from climate change (IPCC 2014,
1050).
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